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INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 Meeth Parish Council is developing a Neighbourhood Development Plan. The creation 
of a Neighbourhood Development Plan requires that everybody within the parish has 
opportunity to engage with the process. 
 

1.2 To support Meeth Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group with this process, 
they engaged the services of Catalyst. 
 

Catalyst and Devon Communities Together 
 

1.3 Catalyst is the in-house consultancy service provided by Devon Communities 
Together1.  Catalyst and Devon Communities Together have provided support to over 
50 Town and Parish Councils, and neighbourhood plan steering groups working on 
Neighbourhood Development Plans across Devon. 
 

 

This Document 
 

1.4 This document aims to collate and briefly summarise various reports, data sources 
and long-term plans that may need to be considered by the Parish Council and people 
of Meeth as they advance their Neighbourhood Plan and other community 
development activities. These sources are all publically available and the reader may 
already be aware of them. As with any such sources, they can only be considered 
representative and accurate at their time of publication.  
 

1.5 This document is considered to be ‘live’. It will evolve with the developing 
Neighbourhood Plan, drawing in more evidence to support the aims and objectives of 
the Plan. This current version is the first, covering a broad range of themes that the 
Neighbourhood Plan may wish to address. 
  

                                                 
1 https://www.devoncommunities.org.uk/ 
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RELEVANT DATA SOURCES, REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS 
 

THE PLYMOUTH AND SOUTH WEST DEVON JOINT LOCAL PLAN 
 

Taken from: https://plymswdevonplan.co.uk/policy  

 

The Joint Local Plan is a major policy document setting out the development aspirations of 
Plymouth City Council, South Hams District Council and West Devon Borough Council, 
from 2014 to 2034. Following a six-week consultation period on the pre-submission draft 
which ran from 15 March to midnight 26 April 2017, it was submitted to the Secretary of 
State on 31 July 2017. It is now subject to a public examination by an independent 
Planning Inspector and the reader can stay abreast of its progress via the website link 
above. 

 

DCT have reviewed the numerous policy sections and sub-sections of the plan and believe 
that the following are most relevant to the Parish of Meeth. The text has been taken 
verbatim from the website. Where DCT have made comments, these are given ahead of 
each policy section in this font style. 

 

Policy: SO8 - Maintaining the vitality and viability of the Smaller Towns and Key 
Villages 

To promote the provision of homes, jobs, services and community infrastructure sufficient 
to enable the smaller towns and key villages to continue to play their important role as local 
service centres for their surrounding areas. This will be achieved through: 

1. Delivering an appropriate level and mix of new homes that responds positively to 
local housing needs and improves long-term sustainability. 

2. Enabling local employment opportunities that can support a thriving rural 
economy. 

3. Sustaining and where possible improving the range of services and amenities 
available, including sustainable transport links to other settlements. and supporting 
the provision of new services where needs arise. 

 

Sub-section: TTV29 - Site allocations in the Smaller Towns and Key Villages 

 Site 11 Hatherleigh Market, Hatherleigh.  

Mixed use - with homes and employment (Use Classes B1a) 106 homes; 900sq.m. 
employment floorspace (no net increase). 

1. Regeneration of existing site to make more efficient use of land including demolition 
of buildings as appropriate.  

2. Retail uses where there is no adverse impact on the town centre.  



6 

3. New public realm including Market Square with associated Pavilion.  
4. Community Allotments.  
5. Public and private car parking, and associated Infrastructure.  
6. Appropriate flood risk mitigation measures. 

 

 Site 12 Hatchmoor, Hatherleigh 

Mixed use - with homes and employment use (B1, B2) 50 homes; 8,000sq.m. 
employment floorspace 

1. Layout and design to be guided by landscape assessment. 
2. Creation of a high quality 'gateway' to the village. 

 

Policy: SO9 - Maintaining the viability of the many sustainable villages in the rural 
area. 

To enable the development of new homes, jobs and community infrastructure sufficient to 
meet the local needs of the sustainable villages identified in the area. This will be achieved 
through: 

1. Delivering a mix of new homes that add diversity and accessibility to the rural 
housing stock. 

2. Enabling a balanced demographic profile that retains and attracts young people 
and working age families. 

3. Enabling local employment opportunities that can support a thriving rural 
economy. 

4. Delivering digital connectivity that supports the rural economy and reduces the 
need to travel. 

5. Responding positively to rural travel patterns through innovation and investment. 
6. Strengthening links between our rural settlements and the surrounding 

landscapes. 

 

Sub-section: TTV30 - Empowering local residents to create strong and sustainable 
communities. 

The LPAs support the preparation of neighbourhood plans as the means of identifying local 
development needs in the sustainable villages whilst acknowledging that not all 
communities will bring forward such plans.  For sustainable villages without neighbourhood 
plans the LPAs will still support development that meets the essential local needs of local 
communities. All development proposals, whether in villages which have neighbourhood 
plans or not, will be considered against the other policies of this plan. 

 

Policy: SO10 - Maintaining a beautiful and thriving countryside. 

To preserve and enhance the natural beauty of South West Devon's countryside, and to 
avoid the creation of new homes in unsustainable locations. This will be achieved through: 
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1. Delivering new homes only in areas where there is an identified local need. 
2. Protecting and managing the landscape. 
3. Contributing to carbon reduction measures by reducing the need to travel. 
4. Delivering digital connectivity that supports diversity and innovation in the rural 

economy. 
5. Responding positively to rural travel patterns through innovation and investment. 
6. Strengthening links between our rural settlements and the surrounding 

landscapes. 

Sub-section: TTV31 - Development in the Countryside 

The LPAs will protect the special characteristics and role of the countryside. The following 
provisions will apply to the consideration of development proposals: 

1. Housing and employment development adjoining or very near to an existing 
settlement will only be supported where it meets the essential, small scale local 
development needs of the community and provides a sustainable solution. 

2. Isolated development in the countryside will be avoided and only permitted in 
exceptional circumstances, such as where it would: 
i. Meet an essential need for a rural worker to live permanently at or near their 

place of work in the countryside and maintain that role for the development 
in perpetuity, or 

ii. Secure the long term future and viable use of a significant heritage asset, or 
iii. Secure the re-use of redundant or disused buildings and brownfield sites for 

an appropriate use.  
iv. Secure a development of truly outstanding or innovative sustainability and 

design, which helps to raise standards of design  more generally in the rural 
area, significantly enhances its immediate setting and is sensitive to the 
defining characteristics of the local area. 

3. Horse related developments will be supported where: 
i. There is adequate land and, for commercial uses, adequate off-road riding 

facilities available for the number of horses to be kept on the land. 
ii. Existing buildings are reused where possible but where new buildings are 

necessary, these are well-related to existing buildings, commensurate in 
size with the number of horses to be kept on the land and the amount of 
land available for use by those horses. 

iii. There is an agreed comprehensive scheme of management for any ancillary 
development including hardstanding, access roads, parking, fencing, 
lighting, storage, waste disposal, ménages  and sub division of fields. 

iv. The proposal, either on its own or cumulatively, with other horse related 
uses in the area, is compatible with its surroundings and adequately protects 
water courses, groundwater and the safety of all road users.  

4. Development proposals should, where appropriate: 
i. Protect and improve public rights of way and bridleways. 
ii. Re-use traditional buildings that are structurally sound enough for renovation 

without significant enhancement or alteration. 
iii. Be complementary to and not prejudice any viable agricultural operations on 

a farm and other existing viable uses. 
iv. Respond to a proven agricultural, forestry and other occupational need that 

requires a countryside location. 
v. Avoid the use of Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land. 
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Help enhance the immediate setting or the site and include a management plan and 
exit strategy that demonstrates how long term degradation of the landscape will be 
avoided. 

Sub-section: TTV32 - Residential extensions and replacement dwellings in the 
countryside 

Proposals to extend or replace existing dwellings in the countryside will be permitted 
provided: 

1. The existing dwelling has a lawful use for permanent residential use and has not 
been abandoned. 

2. The size of the new replacement dwelling will not be significantly larger than the 
original house volume. 

3. The number of new dwellings is no more than the number of dwellings to be 
demolished and replaced. 

4. Any new replacement dwelling should be positioned on the footprint of the existing 
dwelling, unless on design, landscape, highway safety, residential amenity, or 
other environmental grounds a more appropriate location can be agreed. 

 

Policy: SO11 - Delivering high quality development. 

DCT Comment: There are many relevant DEV subsections to SO11. The reader is 
encouraged to view these on the website. They have been omitted from this report for the 
sake of brevity. They include:  

DEV9 - Meeting local housing need in the Plan Area 

DEV21 - Conserving the historic environment 

DEV24 - Landscape Character 

DEV30 - Trees, woodlands and hedgerows 

DEV32 - Meeting the community infrastructure needs of new homes 

Please note this list is not exhaustive. 

 

To deliver development which is sustainable and of the right type and quality, which: 

1. Supports healthy communities that enjoy good quality and clean environments and 
where healthy lifestyles are positively encouraged through the developments and 
services that are provided. 

2. Provides a wide choice of homes that meet the needs of all sectors of the 
community and provide high quality living environments. 

3. Supports a diverse and strong economy, enabled by protecting and providing a 
good supply of sites. 

4. Provides high quality places, which create a positive legacy for future generations, 
and properly responds to the historic environment, positively engaging with it as an 
asset to deliver high quality development and sustainable communities. 

5. Contributes to and enhances the natural network, providing multiple benefits both 
to people and wildlife. 
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6. Responds positively to the challenges of climate change, reducing carbon 
emissions and creating more resilient communities. 

7. Provides for and meets the infrastructure needs generated by the proposal. 
 

Sub-section: DEV15 - Supporting the rural economy 

Support will be given to proposals in suitable locations which seek to improve the balance 
of jobs within the rural areas and diversify the rural economy. The following provisions 
apply: 

1. Appropriate and proportionate expansion of existing employment sites in order to 
enable retention and growth of local employers will be supported. 

2. Business start-ups, home working, small scale employment and the development 
and expansion of small business in residential and rural areas will generally be 
supported, subject to an assessment of their impact on neighbouring uses and 
the environment. 

3. Proposals should explore opportunities to improve internet connectivity for rural 
communities where appropriate. 

4. Support will be given to the reuse of suitable buildings for employment uses. 
5. The creation of new, or extensions to existing, garden centres or farm shops in 

the open countryside and unrelated to a settlement will only be permitted if the 
proposed development is ancillary to, and on the site of, an existing horticultural 
business or existing farming operation, and provided that 75% of the goods sold 
will be produced within the immediate and adjoining parishes. 

6. Development will be supported which meets the essential needs of agriculture or 
forestry interests. 

7. The loss of tourist or leisure development will only be permitted where there is no 
proven demand for the facility. Camping, caravan or chalet facility that respond to 
an identified local need will be supported, provided the proposal is compatible 
with the rural road network, has no adverse environmental impact and is not 
located within the Undeveloped Coast policy area. 

8. Development proposals should:  
i. Demonstrate safe access to the existing highway network. 
ii. Avoid a significant increase in the number of trips requiring the private car and 

facilitate the use of sustainable transport, including walking and cycling, where 
appropriate. Sustainable Travel Plans will be required to demonstrate how the 
traffic impacts of the development have been considered and mitigated. 

iii. Demonstrate how a positive relationship with existing buildings has been 
achieved, including scale, design, massing and orientation. 

iv. Avoid incongruous or isolated new buildings. If there are unused existing 
buildings within the site, applicants are required to demonstrate why these 
cannot be used for the uses proposed before new buildings will be considered. 

 
Sub-section: DEV35 - Renewable and low carbon energy (including heat) 
 
To increase the use and production of renewable and low carbon energy to contribute to 
national targets, renewable energy development will be supported where: 
 

1. The impacts arising from the construction, operation and de-commissioning of 
installations (both individually and cumulatively) are or can be made 
acceptable. 
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2. The proposal has been robustly assessed in terms of its likely impact on 
landscape sensitivity and it is demonstrated that it does not compromise the 
purposes of internationally or nationally important landscape, environmental or 
heritage assets. 

 
3. There are appropriate plans in place for the removal of the technology on 

cessation of generation, and restoration of the site to an acceptable alternative 
use. 

 
4. Any farm land that is used is retained in some form of agricultural or 

biodiversity use. 
 

5. There has been early consultation with the local communities affected by the 
development, and the development contains proposals for shared ownership 
between the developer/operator and the community or justification as to why 
this is not appropriate. 

 
6. Where the development is to meet a business need, the proposed generation 

is proportionate to the business use and the energy is used on site. 
 

7. For wind turbine proposals, the site has been allocated for that use within a 
neighbourhood plan. 

 
8. For renewable or low carbon energy generating proposals (including energy 

from waste), where appropriate, the development should provide for the 
efficient distribution of heat off site, for the co-location of energy producers with 
users, and for the maximisation of energy recovery or efficiency of generation. 

 
9. The proposals do not lead to unsustainable, isolated development in the 

countryside. 
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LISTED BUILDINGS IN THE PARISH 
 
A review of the Historic England website (https://historicengland.org.uk/)  has revealed 
there are 19 Listed Buildings or Sites within the Parish. 
 
Listed Buildings Map2 
 

 
 

                                                 
2 Historic England, accessed 13/12/2017 
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Listed Buildings3: 
 

Details of the 19 results. 

WEBBER HEADSTONE APPROXIMATELY 11 METRES SOUTH OF CHURCH OF ST 
MICHAEL 

Heritage Category: Listing 

Grade: II 

Location:  

 WEBBER HEADSTONE APPROXIMATELY 11 METRES SOUTH OF CHURCH 
OF ST MICHAEL, Meeth, MEETH, West Devon, Devon 

TAWTON HEADSTONE APPROXIMATELY 3 METRES SOUTH OF CHURCH OF ST 
MICHAEL 

Heritage Category: Listing 

Grade: II 

Location:  

                                                 
3 Historic England, accessed: 13/12/2017 
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 TAWTON HEADSTONE APPROXIMATELY 3 METRES SOUTH OF CHURCH OF 
ST MICHAEL, Meeth, MEETH, West Devon, Devon 

TAWTON HEADSTONE APPROXIMATELY 7 METRES SOUTH OF CHURCH OF ST 
MICHAEL 

Heritage Category: Listing 

Grade: II 

Location:  

 TAWTON HEADSTONE APPROXIMATELY 7 METRES SOUTH OF CHURCH OF 
ST MICHAEL, Meeth, MEETH, West Devon, Devon 

MADGE HEADSTONE APPROXIMATELY 12 METRES SOUTH OF CHURCH OF ST 
MICHAEL 

Heritage Category: Listing 

Grade: II 

Location:  

 MADGE HEADSTONE APPROXIMATELY 12 METRES SOUTH OF CHURCH OF 
ST MICHAEL, Meeth, MEETH, West Devon, Devon 

CHEST TOMB APPROXIMATELY 1 METRE SOUTH OF CHURCH OF ST MICHAEL 

Heritage Category: Listing 

Grade: II 

Location:  

 CHEST TOMB APPROXIMATELY 1 METRE SOUTH OF CHURCH OF ST 
MICHAEL, Meeth, MEETH, West Devon, Devon 

LITTLE COB 

Heritage Category: Listing 

Grade: II 

Location:  

 LITTLE COB, Meeth, MEETH, West Devon, Devon 

SHIPPON AND PIGSTY IMMEDIATELY TO EAST OF LOWER COURT 
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Heritage Category: Listing 

Grade: II 

Location:  

 SHIPPON AND PIGSTY IMMEDIATELY TO EAST OF LOWER COURT, Meeth, 
MEETH, West Devon, Devon 

COTTAGE IMMEDIATELY TO EAST OF CHURCH OF ST MICHAEL (ACROSS A386) 

Heritage Category: Listing 

Grade: II 

Location:  

 COTTAGE IMMEDIATELY TO EAST OF CHURCH OF ST MICHAEL (ACROSS 
A386), Meeth, MEETH, West Devon, Devon 

BARN AND ATTACHED OUTBUILDING IMMEDIATELY TO SOUTH-WEST OF LOWER 
COURT 

Heritage Category: Listing 

Grade: II 

Location:  

 BARN AND ATTACHED OUTBUILDING IMMEDIATELY TO SOUTH-WEST OF 
LOWER COURT, Meeth, MEETH, West Devon, Devon 

OAKHAY COTTAGE 

Heritage Category: Listing 

Grade: II 

Location:  

 OAKHAY COTTAGE, Meeth, MEETH, West Devon, Devon 
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PARISH DEMOGRAPHICS 
 

Source: https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/  

Nomis is a service provided by the Office for National Statistics (ONS). The data set out 
below has been taken from the results of the 2011 National Census. The commentary 
regarding comparison to national averages are drawn from internal DCT data files, but 
similar comparison figures can be drawn from Nomis by using the appropriate search 
terms. 

The age profile of the parish is older than the national average with 13% under 16 years 
old (national average 19%) and 22% older than 65 (16.3%). However, the working age 
population is closer to the national average than for many other parts of Devon; 65% 
working aged, Devon average 61%, national average 65%. 

However, this is still biased towards older two-thirds of those working age people being 
50 or over. 

There are a high number of detached properties within the parish, 54 % (national average 
22.3%) and semi-detached properties, 37% (national average 31%). Correspondingly, 
average house prices within the parish are high, £360723.4 

There is a small amount of socially rented housing, 4 properties, 6% of households (Devon 
average 11.2%, national average 17.7%). 

 

PARISH DEVELOPMENT SITES 
 

In March 2017 West Devon Borough Council published the results of an assessment of 
potential development sites in Meeth. A Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 
(SHLAA) is an assessment of available land and premises sites, which have been put 
forward for review by local people or landowners. It considers land and policy constraints 
and development viability and is part of the evidence base that will inform the plan 
making process.  

A copy of the Meeth report is included in Appendix A. 

Of the sites assessed, none was found suitable for development. 

 

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY FLOOD MAPPING 
 

Please see Appendix B for a copy of this report. It will be seen that the area is not 
considered to be at risk from flooding. 

                                                 
4 Zoopla Zed-Index valuation, https://www.zoopla.co.uk/property/estimate/about/ 
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PROGRESSION 
 

The information presented here represents a typical collection of key data sets that a 
community should bear in mind as they make progress with their Neighbourhood Plan or 
other community development initiatives. 

As noted previously the information is not fully comprehensive. Data sets may be further 
mined to draw out more detail. And other sources can be discovered either via these 
sets, or through other searches. 

With regard to the next steps the Parish Council might consider, Appendix C carries an 
example table from a previous exercise at Payhembury. As will be seen, the parish 
completed the table to draw out sets of Aims and Objectives in order to structure their 
thinking and planning as they moved forward. DCT will provide this document in an 
editable Word version.  
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APPENDIX A 
 

Meeth Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) 

  



Site Information Packs March 2017 

Considering Sites for Development in  
Meeth Parish 

Site Information Pack  
This pack contains:

A Site Information Table  
This table sets out information about the constraints and opportunities for each site which have been considered. Depending on the constraints identified, we 
have concluded that there are either ‘significant constraints’ to development or ‘limited constraints’ to development.

Site Maps  
These maps show all of the sites which have been considered as part of this 
exercise. 

Constraint Maps 
These maps show the different constraints, such as conservation areas, flood zones 
and the wildlife sites. 

For more information 
South Hams and West Devon Place Making Team 
Follaton House, Plymouth Road, Totnes, TQ9 5NE 

Email ‐ Strategic.Planning@swdevon.gov.uk 

www.westdevon.gov.uk 

www.facebook.com/westdevonboroughcouncil 

www.twitter.com/WestDevon_BC  



Site Reference               Site Address Site area 
(ha)

Site Information Conclusion

WD_34_01_16
Field 2192 
Giffords Hele 
Farm

0.69

Access  
An isolated site with poor access to services.  
Landscape and Ecology  
The site is visible in wider views and has the potential to have a significant adverse impact on character.  
Heritage and Archaeology  
No constraints have been identified at this stage but further assessment may be required as part of any pre-application process.  
Flood Risk, Water Quality and Drainage  
No constraints have been identified at this stage but further assessment may be required as part of any pre-application process.  
Contamination and Environmental Health  
No constraints have been identified at this stage but further assessment may be required as part of any pre-application process.
Other
No constraints have been identified at this stage but further assessment may be required as part of any pre-application process.

Due to the significant 
landscape and 
accessibility constraints 
identified the site is not 
considered to have 
potential for 
development.

WD_34_02_16
Land at Meeth, 
EX20 3EP

1.5

Access  
The site is well positioned for walking access to village facilities, but there is no clear safe route for pedestrians.  
Landscape and Ecology  
The site is visible in wider views and has the potential to have a significant adverse impact on character  development of the whole site would significantly change the 
character of the village.  
Heritage and Archaeology  
No constraints have been identified at this stage but further assessment may be required as part of any pre-application process.  
Flood Risk, Water Quality and Drainage  
No constraints have been identified at this stage but further assessment may be required as part of any pre-application process.  
Contamination and Environmental Health  
No constraints have been identified at this stage but further assessment may be required as part of any pre-application process.
Other
No constraints have been identified at this stage but further assessment may be required as part of any pre-application process.

Due to the significant 
landscape and 
accessibility constraints 
identified the site is not 
considered to have 
potential for 
development at this 
time.

WD_34_03_16
Springfields, 
Station Road, 
Meeth

0.5

Access
The site is well positioned close to the village and facilities, however, there is a lack of connecting footways to the village centre. It is unsure how satisfactory vehicular 
access would be achieved from this site onto the A386. Entry onto the site would require a breach to an existing hedge boundary.
Landscape and Ecology
The site is reasonably well contained in the local landscape. 
Heritage and Archaeology
There are a number of Listed Buildings located close to the north of the site. Further assessment may be required as part of any pre-application process to establish 
whether there would be any potential adverse impact on the heritage assets. 
Flood risk, water quality and drainage
No constraints have been identified at this stage but further assessment may be required as part of any pre-application process. 
Contamination and Environmental Health
No constraints have been identified at this stage but further assessment may be required as part of any pre-application process. 
Other
A Mineral Consultation Zone is located to the west of the site. 

Due to the significant 
constraints identified 
relating to access, the 
site is not considered to 
have potential for 
development at this 
time.

Meeth - General Information
Meeth is a small village located in the north of the Borough. It has a limited range of local facilities within the village (Pub, regular bus service). The designated secondary 
school is Okehampton College and financial contributions will be required from new development towards additional capacity and secondary transport.



Site Reference               Site Address Site area 
(ha)

Site Information Conclusion

WD_34_04_16
Land west of 
Station Road, 
Meeth

1.6

Access
Vehicular access may be possible onto the A386.
The site is divorced from the village. There is Public Right of Way along the northern boundary of the site linking to Station Road but there is a lack of connecting 
footways to the village centre and the amenities. 
Landscape and Ecology
This is a large exposed site open to views from surrounding countryside and development of the whole site would represent a significant growth to the village which 
could potentially impact on the landscape and fundamentally change the character of this area.  
Heritage and Archaeology
No constraints have been identified at this stage but further assessment may be required as part of any pre-application process. 
Flood risk, water quality and drainage
No constraints have been identified at this stage but further assessment may be required as part of any pre-application process. 
Contamination and Environmental Health
No constraints have been identified at this stage but further assessment may be required as part of any pre-application process. 
Other
The site is within a Mineral Consultation Zone.

Due to the significant 
constraints identified 
relating to location and 
impact on landscape 
character, the site is not 
considered to have 
potential for 
development at this time
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APPENDIX B 
 

Environment Agency Flood Planning Map for Meeth 

  



Flood map for planning 
Your reference Location Created

 

This means: 

• you don't need to do a flood risk assessment if your development is smaller than 1 
hectare and not affected by other sources of flooding

• you may need to do a flood risk assessment if your development is larger than 1 
hectare or affected by other sources of flooding or in an area with critical drainage 
problems 

Notes 

The flood map for planning shows river and sea flooding data only. It doesn’t include other sources 
of flooding. It is for use in development planning and flood risk assessments. 

This information relates to the selected location and is not specific to any property within it. The 
map is updated regularly and is correct at the time of printing.

The Open Government Licence sets out the terms and conditions for using government data. 
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/

Your selected location is in flood zone 1, an area with a low 
probability of flooding. 

Page 1 of 2

Meeth Village 254828.69/108239.42 13 Dec 2017 5:10
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APPENDIX C 
 

Payhembury Aims and Objectives Exercise Document 

 



Vision 

Payhembury will be a friendly and welcoming community which retains its peaceful rural character whilst 
continuing to be well served by a range of facilities to meet the needs of residents and local businesses and with good 
and safe connections to the surrounding area. 
  
This has been drawn from the word cloud resulting from the parishioner survey, reinforced by discussion at the 
Community Fair. The key phrases being: 

-          Friendly, welcoming, caring, inclusive, good, open 
-          Vibrant, pub, church, facilities, family 
-          Safe 
-          Connected 
-          Peaceful, quiet, environment, rural 

 

 Aims and objectives 

Topic  Key messages from the 
Evidence ‐e.g. previous 
parish surveys, SHLAA 
data, Consultant’s evidence 
report, Community 
consultation, etc. 

What we have been told 
from the Dec 2016 survey 

Aims  Objectives 

Housing   SHLAA survey in 2012 
indicated that up to 10 new 
homes over the lifetime of the 
local plan would be 
supported..  
  

 62% thought that some 
provision of additional 
housing was important or 
very important. 

 

 Support some small‐scale 
housing close to the village 
centre and near existing 
services and facilities. 

 Permit ‘in fill’ housing within the 
former village boundary and 
brown field sites near the centre 
of the village. 



Topic  Key messages from the 
Evidence ‐e.g. previous 
parish surveys, SHLAA 
data, Consultant’s evidence 
report, Community 
consultation, etc. 

What we have been told 
from the Dec 2016 survey 

Aims  Objectives 

 SHLAA survey expressed a 
clear preference (66%)  for the 
housing to be sited within the 
village envelope with reasons 
given being ‘brown field’ and 
‘infill’. 
 
 SHLAA survey indicated a 
desire for affordable and 
family housing 

 
 Views provided at 
consultation meetings and 
SHLAA survey  indicated that 
there should not be significant 
growth beyond the existing 
village envelope. 
 
 Consultation and comments 
on previous planning 
applications have pointed to a 
need to include adequate off‐
street parking. 

 
 Widespread concern 
[supported by photographic 
evidence] that the narrow 
lanes to the village cannot 
support the additional traffic 
which a significant housing 
development would bring. 

 70% of those commenting 
on the type of housing 
indicated it should be 
‘affordable’ with further 
descriptors being first time, 
family sized and locals 
focussed. 
 
 Dangerous parking 

highlighted as a safely 
concern with 
improvements to parking 
being a recommendation 
to enhance the character 
of the parish.  

 Ensure new development 
meets local community 
needs and aspiration by 
being affordable. 

 Ensure that new development is 
focused on promoting smaller and 
more affordable properties. 

 Ensure new development 
is sympathetic to the 
surrounding area. 

 Ensure that the size, scale and 
materials used for any new 
development minimises impact on 
the character of the village and 
surrounding properties. 
 Ensure that any future plans for  
new development have adequate 
provision for off‐street parking. 



Topic  Key messages from the 
Evidence ‐e.g. previous 
parish surveys, SHLAA 
data, Consultant’s evidence 
report, Community 
consultation, etc. 

What we have been told 
from the Dec 2016 survey 

Aims  Objectives 

 
 

 
 

Supporting  local 
businesses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Census information 
showing high fraction of 
homeworkers/self‐
employed [figures] 

 Survey asked for 
contact details of 
those who work from 
home or have 
businesses in the 
parish. 

 
 Focus group meeting 

held which identified 
a desire for greater 
networking with other 
homeworkers/small 
businesses and a need 
for additional office 
space for ad hoc use. 

 Improve access to 
office space for 
small local 
businesses and 
encourage 
networking. 

 

 Support change of use of 
some existing buildings to 
communal office space or 
uses which help support 
businesses. 

 



Topic  Key messages from the 
Evidence ‐e.g. previous 
parish surveys, SHLAA 
data, Consultant’s evidence 
report, Community 
consultation, etc. 

What we have been told 
from the Dec 2016 survey 

Aims  Objectives 

Community 
Renewables and 
Sustainability 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 Discussions at 

consultation events 
has revealed 
widespread support 
for existing 
renewables schemes 
such as solar PV on 
the parish hall, school 
and barns. 

 
 
 

 A significant number 
of people (61) 
indicated that they 
would like to be kept 
informed on 
community 
renewables and 15 
expressed an interest 
in being part of a 
working group. 

 
 A ‘Renewable Energy 

and Sustainability 
working group’ has 
been formed and 
made 
recommendations. 

 
 ‘Environment’ and 

‘Green’ appeared in 
the word cloud. 

 To support a 
sustainable parish 
by encouraging the 
use of renewables 
and other 
environmentally 
friendly 
technologies 

 

 The Neighbourhood Plan 
should ensure these 
values are at the heart of 
what it seeks to do. 

 
 New builds should aim to 

be carbon neutral. 
 

 Support installation of 
small‐scale renewable 
and other 
environmentally friendly 
technologies on and 
around existing public 
and private buildings. 
 

 Support proposals for 
small scale food 
production e.g. 
allotments. 

 



Topic  Key messages from the 
Evidence ‐e.g. previous 
parish surveys, SHLAA 
data, Consultant’s evidence 
report, Community 
consultation, etc. 

What we have been told 
from the Dec 2016 survey 

Aims  Objectives 

Open space
 

 Discussions as the 
Community Fair 
showed some desire 
for allotment space. 
 

 SHLAA survey 
pointed to improved 
pedestrian safety, 
especially additional 
pavements a priority. 

 Play areas were the 
highest rated 
suggestion for where 
improvements to 
community facilities 
could be made. 

 
 Teenagers were the 

only generational 
group for whom 
facilities in the parish 
were considered 
‘poor’. 

 
 Walking on footpaths 

was the most 
popular sporting 
activity. The 
provision of more 
footpaths was clearly 
desired. 

 
 Improved footpaths 

to Feniton station 
and hamlets 
identified as 
desirable to reduce 
car use. 

 Ensure play area is 
retained which 
meets the needs of 
local 
children/teenagers. 

 As the only outdoor public 
play area in the parish, 
the Church Lane playing 
field should be protected. 

 Equipment should be 
updated to continue to 
meet the needs of local 
children and teenagers. 

 
 Improving the layout of 

the playing field and/or 
levelling of the football 
pitch to make best use of 
space should be 
considered. 

 Support some land 
being made 
available to 
parishioners for 
allotments. 

 Small plots of spare land 
should be considered for 
allotments. This could 
include unused parts of 
the playing field. 



Topic  Key messages from the 
Evidence ‐e.g. previous 
parish surveys, SHLAA 
data, Consultant’s evidence 
report, Community 
consultation, etc. 

What we have been told 
from the Dec 2016 survey 

Aims  Objectives 

 Promote expansion 
of footpaths 
outside of the 
village and 
pavements within 
it. 

 Require the provision of 
pavements where they do 
not already exist along 
the main roads within the 
village as part of any 
development. 

 
 Encourage a greater 

supply of footpaths 
across the parish, 
particularly linking 
hamlets (e.g. Colestocks). 
These could be permissive 
paths rather than rights 
of way and be along the 
edges of fields. 

Transport
(to be taken 
forward by Parish 
Council) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Consultation has 
indicated a general 
desire for more 
parking in the village 
centre. 

 
 Parish council has 

been approached by 
many different people 
concerned about 
dangerous parking. 

 
 Discussions at the 

community Fair and 
parish council 

 Dangerous parking 
highlighted as a key 
safety issue. 

 
 Lack of suitable 

footpaths/pavements 
highlighted as a 
concern, particularly 
for accessing public 
transport. 

 
 Frequency and 

availability of train 
services from Feniton 
and improved bus 

 To promote road 
safety 

 Consideration to be 
given to parking 
restrictions to prevent 
dangerous parking. 

 

 To increase use of 
public 
transport/reduce 
car use. 

 Lobby for improved bus 
services from village and 
increased train frequency 
from Feniton. 

 
 Consider improving 

access to Feniton station 
(footpath/cycle route, 
mini bus service 



Topic  Key messages from the 
Evidence ‐e.g. previous 
parish surveys, SHLAA 
data, Consultant’s evidence 
report, Community 
consultation, etc. 

What we have been told 
from the Dec 2016 survey 

Aims  Objectives 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

meetings have 
indicated that people 
are  concerned about 
the size of vehicles 
which have trouble 
navigating the lanes 
and cause damage to 
verges  

 
 Discussion at the 

community Fair and 
parish council 
meetings have shown 
people would 
welcome better 
transport links and 
public transport 

services from 
Payhembury cited as 
desired public 
transport 
improvements. 

 
  

connecting with key 
trains or car share 
system) 

Broadband 
provision (to be 
taken forward by 
the parish council) 

 Over the last 18 
months, the lack of 
fibre broadband has 
been the main 
subject of 
communication to 
the Parish Council. 

 
 Discussions at the 

Community Fair have 
highlighted this as 
the number 1 

 70% of respondents 
said their broadband 
provision was poor 
on non‐existent. 

 
 The lack of fibre 

broadband was the 
primary concern 
highlighted in the 
small business focus 
group meeting. 

 

 Improve 
broadband 
provision to 
superfast speeds 
throughout parish 

 Lobby network providers 
to provide fibre 
broadband to the whole 
village. 

 
 Work with outlying 

communities and service 
providers to identify the 
best long‐term solution 
for the different hamlets. 



Topic  Key messages from the 
Evidence ‐e.g. previous 
parish surveys, SHLAA 
data, Consultant’s evidence 
report, Community 
consultation, etc. 

What we have been told 
from the Dec 2016 survey 

Aims  Objectives 

concern for most 
residents 

 Throughout evidence 
gathering for the 
Neighbourhood Plan, 
this has been the 
main issue people 
have reached. 
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